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The Genus Ischalia (Coleoptera, Pyrochroidae) 
from Taiwan 0 

Masataka SATO 

Biological Laboratory, Nagoya Women’s University, Nagoya, 468 Japan 


Abstract Two species of the genus Ischalia from Taiwan are dealt with. One of 
them is newly described under the name of I. uenoi. The other species, I. arisana Kono, 
is recorded from Mt. Hsiieh Shan. 


So far as I am aware, only one species of the genus Ischalia has hitherto been 
known from Taiwan. It was described from Mt. Arisan (=Ali-shan Mts.) by Kono 
(1935) on the basis of a single specimen. Since then, no additional record of this group 
of beetles has been made for a long time. The main reason for this seems to be in the 
difficulty of finding Ischalia species. However, we were fortunate in collecting two 
species of the genus at high altitude of Mt. Ho-huan Shan and Mt. Hsiieh Shan, during 
the zoological researches in Taiwan 1989 made by the National Science Museum, 
Tokyo, under the leadership of Dr. S.-I. Ueno. After a careful study, one of the two 
species proved to be new to science. It will be described in the following lines. 

In the meantime, I had an opportunity to examine the type specimen of Ischalia 
arisana Kono through the courtesy of Professor T. Kumata. Some additional data 
on this species will be briefly given on this occasion. 

The abbreviations used in the present paper are as follows: TW - transverse 
diameter of each eye in dorsal aspect; W - greatest width of head including eyes; PW - 
greatest width of pronotum; PL - length of pronotum along median line; EW - great¬ 
est width of elytra; EL - greatest length of elytra. 

I wish herewith to express my hearty thanks to Dr. Shun-Ichi Ueno and Dr. 
Mamoru Owada of the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo, Professor 
Tosio Kumata of Hokkaido University, Professor Yau-I Chu and Mr. Chiun-chen 
Ker of National Taiwan University, and Dr. Shuhei Nomura of Kyushu University 
for their kindness in giving invaluable support to the present study. 


Ischalia arisana Kono, 1935 
(Figs. 1-2,4) 

Ischalia arisana Kono, 1935, Ins. matsum., 9: 158; 1936, Fauna Nipponica, 10 (8-2): 38. 

The type specimen of this species is said to be a male in the original description, 
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Figs. 1-3. Habitus. — 1, Ischalia arisana Kono (holotype); 2, same species (from Mt. 
Hsiieh Shan); 3, /. uenoi M. Sato, sp. nov. (Mt. Ho-huan Shan). 


but in reality, it is a female. It has the following ratios of respective parts of body: 
HW/TW 4.00, PW/HW 1.21, PW/PL 1.21, EW/PW 2.24, EL/EW 1.95; length 6.40 mm, 
breadth 2.53 mm. 

The specimens obtained on Mt. Hsiieh Shan are almost identical with the type. 
Ratios of respecitve parts of body are as follows: HW/TW 4.29, PH/HW 1.27-1.40, 
PW/PL 1.27-1.40, EW/PW 2.10-2.21, EL/EW 1.93-1.95; length 7.53-7.67 mm, breadth 
2.80-2.93 mm. 

Specimens examined. 1 ^ (holotype), Arisan, Formosa, 23 ~ 24-1V-1928, S. 
Matsumura leg. (Ent. Lab., Hokkaido Univ.); 2 $$, San-liu-chiu, 3,230 m alt., Mt. 
Hsiieh Shan, Tai-chung Hsien, Taiwan, 1 —VII— 1989, M. Sato leg. These specimens 
were found on small stones lying on thick moss-mats in the Abies forest. 


Ischalia uenoi M. Sato, sp. nov. 

(Figs. 3, 5) 

Female. Body elongate, flat, somewhat shining and closely covered with pubes¬ 
cence, which is more erect and sparser on elytra than on the other parts. Colour 
almost brownish black, with brownish tarsi and mandibles, but the lateral sides of 
elytra are broadly reddish, orange which becomes wider towards the base. 

Head suboval, transversely concave behind clypeus and rather longitudinally so 
between antennal sockets, convex between eyes, and finely punctate on the surface; 
clypeus distinct and finely punctate; eyes lateral; EW/HW 5.00; antennae thick, hli- 
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Figs. 4-5. Pronotum. 4, Ischalia arisana Kono (holotype); 5, I. uenoi M. Sato, sp. nov. 


form, and attaining to the middle of elytra. 

Pronotum subtrapezoidal, irregularly concave posteriad, gibbous anteriad; PW/ 
HW 1.27-1.33, PW/PL 1.36-1.43; lateral margins ridged and evenly rounded, but 
distinctly sinuate at a prebasal portion; front angles more or less rounded, hind angles 
triangularly prominent; disc finely punctate, provided with a median carina on basal 
two-thirds, with a mediolongitudinal impression on apical third and a pair of ovate 
impressions on lateral sides of the carina and at postero-lateral margins. 

Elytra elongate, flat; EW/PW 1.89-1.90, EL/EW 1.84-1.89; shoulders rounded; 
sides gently arcuate, with rounded apices; surface strongly and contiguously punctate; 
each elytron provided with a prominent costa which extends from humerus to near 
apex and is evenly curved, though sinuate at basal fourth, and with a short indistinct 
carina at humerus. Wings reduced. 

Length: 6.47 mm; breadth: 2.40-2.53 mm. 

Male. Unknown. 

Holotype: 1 Ho-huan Shan, 3,100 m alt., Hua-lien Hsien, Taiwan, 25-VI- 
1989, S.-l. Ueno leg. Preserved in the collection of the National Science Museum 
(Nat. Hist.), Tokyo. Paratype: 1 $, same data as for the holotype. Preserved in 
the collection of the Biological Laboratory, Nagoya Women’s University. 

The present new species can be easily distinguished from /. arisana Kono by the 
following points: pronotum differently formed, long carina of elytron not reaching 
the apex, short humeral carina of elytron indistinct, and lateral areas of reddish orange 
on elytra broader at the base. 

The collecting site of the present new species is a small gully without water near 
the top of the eastern peak of the mountain, which is sparsely covered with coniferous 
and broadleaved trees with thick undergrowth of subalpine bamboos. According to 
Dr. Ueno, the type specimens were obtained by sifting fallen leaves accumulated on the 
bottom of the gully. 

The present species is dedicated to Dr. S.-I. Ueno, who is the excellent leader 
of our researches on high mountains of Taiwan and collected the remarkable new 
species. 
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